


PHOTOGRAPH OF NONOMURA NAOTARO AT SIXTY YEARS OLD

Nonomura Naotard B 4 #EKHS (1871-1946) was a Jodo Shin ¥ +I priest of
the Nishi Honganji Pi7AJHSF denomination and a professor of religious studies
at Ryukoku University in Kyoto. In 1923 he authored a series of articles entitled
“Jodokyd kaishinron” ¥+ #2#% (Renewal of Pure Land Buddhism) in which he
argued that ideas like Amida F7:FE Buddha and birth in the Pure Land are noth-
ing more than myths and declared that Pure Land teachings based on such ideas are
superstitions. Such provocative views shook the worlds of Jodo Shin Buddhism, as
well as that of Buddhism more generally, to their cores.
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