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The Camera Eye (39)

daylight enlarges out of ruddy quiet very faintly throbbing wanes
into my sweet darkness broadens red through the warm blood weight-
ing the lids warmsweetly then snaps on

enormously blue yellow pink

today is Paris pink sunlight hazy on the clouds against patches 5
of robinsegg a tiny siren hoots shrilly  traffic drowsily rumbles
clatters over the cobbles taxis squawk the yellow’s the comforter
through the open window the Louvre emphasizes its sedate architec-
ture of greypink stone between the Seine and the sky

and the certainty of Paris 10



2 USADTHxA7-7416), @ @, 60, 6D ZH L)

the towboat shiny green and red chugs against [the current tow-
ing three black and mahoganyvarnished barges their deckhouse
windows have green shutters and lace curtains and pots of geraniums
in flower to get under the bridge a fat man in blue had to let the
little black stack drop flat to the deck 15

Paris comes into the room in the servantgirl’s eyes the warm
bulge of her breasts under the grey smock the smell of chicory in
coffee scalded milk and the shine that crunches on the crescent rolls
stuck with little dabs of very sweet unsalted butter

in the yellow paperback of the book that halfhides the agreeable 20
countenance of my friend

Paris of 1919

paris-mutuel

roulettewheel that spins round the Tour Eiffel red square white
square a million dollars a billion marks a trillion roubles baisse du 2
franc or a mandate for Montmarte

Cirque Médrano the steeplechase gravity of cellos tuning up on
the stage at the Salle Gaveau oboes and a triangle la musique s’en
fou de moi says the old marchioness jingling with diamonds as she
walks out on Stravinski but the red colt took the jumps backwards 30
and we lost all our money

la peinture opposite the Madeleine Cézanne Picasso Modigliani

Nouvelle Athénes

la poesie of manifestos always freshtinted on the kiosks and

slogans scrawled in chalk on the urinals L'UNION DES TRAVAILLEURS 35
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FERA LA PAIX DU MONDE
revolution round the spinning Eiffel Tower
that burns up our last year’s diagrams the dates fly off the
calendar we’ll make everything new today is the Year I Today is
the sunny morning of the first day of spring We gulp our coffee 40
splash water on us jump into our clothes run downstairs step out

wideawake into the first morning of the first day of the first year
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The Camera Eye (42)

four hours we casuals pile up scrapiron in the flatcars and four
hours we drag the scrapiron off the flatcars and pile it on the side of
the track KEEP THE BOYS FIT TO GO HOME is the slogan of the
Y.M.C.A. in the morning the shadows of the poplars point west
and in the afternoon they point out east where Persia is the jagged
bits of old iron cut into our hands through the canvas gloves a kind
of gray slagdust plugs our noses and ears stings eyes four hunkies
a couple of wops a bohunk dagoes guineas two little dark guys
with blue chins nobody can talk to

spare parts no outfit wanted to use

mashed mudguards busted springs old spades and shovels en-
trenching tools twisted hospital cots a mountain of nuts and bolts
of all sizes four million miles of barbedwire chickenwire rabbitfence

acres of tin roofing

square miles of parked trucks long parades of locomotives
strung along the yellow rails of the sidings

KEEP THE BOYS FIT TO GO up in the office the grumpy ser-
geants doing the paperwork don’t know where home is lost our
outfits our service records our aluminum numberplates no spika de
Engliss no entiendo comprend pas no capisco nyeh panimayoo

day after day the shadows of the poplars point west northwest

north northeast east When they desoit they always heads south the

3]
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20
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corporal said Pretty tough but if he ain’t got a soivice record how
can we make out his discharge KEEP OUR BOYS FIT for whatthehell
the war’s over

scrap
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The Camera Eye (46)

walk the streets and walk the streets inquiring of Coca-Cola
signs Lucky Strike ads pricetags in storewindows scraps of overheard

conversations stray tatters of newsprint yesterday’s headlines sticking
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out of ashcans

for a set of figures a formula of action an address you don’t quite 5
know you've forgotten the number the street may be in Brooklyn a
train leaving for somewhere a steamboat whistle stabbing your ears
a job chalked up in front of an agency

to do to make there are more lives than walking desperate the
streets hurry underdog do make 10

a speech urging action in the crowded hall after handclapping
the pats and smiles of others on the platform the scrape of chairs the
expectant hush the few coughs during the first stuttering attempt to
talk straight tough going the snatch for a slogan they are listening
and then the easy climb slogan by slogan to applause (if somebody 15
in your head didn’t say liar to you and on Union Square

that time you leant from a soapbox over faces avid young
opinionated old the middleaged numb with overwork eyes bleared
with newspaperreading  trying to tell them the straight dope make
them laugh tell them what they want to hear wave a flag whispers 20
the internal agitator crazy to succeed)

you suddenly falter ashamed flush red break out in sweat why
not tell these men stamping in the wind that we stand on a quicksand?

that doubt is the whetstone of understanding is too hard hurts in-

stead of urging picket John D. Rockefeller the bastard if the cops 25
knock your blocks off it’s all for the advancement of the human
race while I go home after a drink and a hot meal and read (with

some difficulty in the Loeb Library trot) the epigrams of Martial
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and ponder the course of history and what leverage might pry the
owners loose from power and bring back (I too Walt Whitman) our 30
storybook domocracy

and all the time in my pocket that letter from that collegeboy
asking me to explain why being right which he admits the radicals
are in their private lives such shits

lie abed underdog (peeling the onion of doubt) with the book 35
unread in your hand and swing on the seesaw maybe after all maybe
topdog make

money  you understand what he meant the old party with the
white beard beside the crystal inkpot at the cleared varnished desk
in the walnut office in whose voice boomed all the clergymen of child- 4o
hood and shrilled the hosannahs of the offkey female choirs. All you
say is very true but there’s such a thing as sales AndIhave daugh-
ters I'm sure you too will end by thinking differently make

money in Now York (lipstick kissed off the lips of a girl fash-
ionablydressed fragarant at five o’clock in a taxicab careening down 45
Park Avenue when at the end of each crosstown street the west is
flaming with gold and white smoke billows from the smokestacks of
steamboats leaving port and the sky is lined with greenbacks

the riveters are quiet the trucks of the producers are shoved
off onto the marginal avenues 50

winnings sing from every streetcorner

crackle in the ignitions of the cars swish smooth in ballbearings

sparkle in the lights going on in the showwindows croak in the klaxons
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tootle in the horns of imported millionaire shining towncars

dollars are silky in her hair soft in her dress sprout in the elabo- 55
rately contrived rosepetals that you kiss become pungent and crunchy
in the speakeasy dinner sting shrill in the drinks

make loud the girlandmusic show set off the laughing jag in the
cabaret swing in the shufflingshuffling orchestra click sharp in the
hatcheck girl’s goodnight) 60

if not why not? walking the streets rolling on your bed eyes
sting from peeling the speculative onion of doubt if somebody in your
head topdog? underdog ? didn’t (and on Union Square) say

liar to you
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The Camera Eye (50)

they have clubbed us off the streets they are stronger they
are rich they hire and fire the politicians the newspapereditors the
old judges the small men with reputations the collegepresidents the
wardheelers (listen businessmen collegepresidents judges America
will not forget her betrayers) they hire the men with guns the uni-
forms the policecars the patrolwagons

all right you have won you will kill the brave men our friends
tonight

there is nothing left to do we are beaten we the beaten crowd
together in these old dingy schoolrooms on Salem Street shuffle up
and down the gritty creaking stairs sit hunched with bowed heads on
benches and hear the old words of the haters of oppression made
new in sweat and agony tonight

our work is over the scribbled phrases the nights typing re-
leases the smell of the printshop the sharp reek of newprinted leaflets
the rush for Western Union stringing words into wires the search for
stinging words to make you feel who are your oppressors America

America our nation has been beaten by strangers who have

turned our language inside out who have taken the clean words our

—

5
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fathers spoke and made them slimy and foul 20

their hired men sit on the judge’s bench they sit back with their
feet on the tables under the dome of the State House they are ig-
norant of our beliefs they have the dollars the guns the armed forces
the powerplants

they have built the electricchair and hired the executioner to 25
throw the switch

all right we are two nations

America our nation has been beaten by strangers who have
bought the laws and fenced off the meadows and cut down the woods
for pulp and turned our pleasant cities into slums and sweated the 30
wealth out of our people and when they want to they hire the execu-
tioner to throw the switch

but do they know that the old words of the immigrants are being
renewed in blood and agony tonight do they know that the old Ameri-
can speech of the haters of oppression is new tonight in the mouth of 35
an old woman from Pittsburgh of a husky boilermaker from Frisco
who hopped freights clear from the Coast to come here in the mouth
of a Back Bay socialworker in the mouth of an Italian printer of a
hobo from Arkansas the language of the beaten nation is not for-
gotten in our ears tonight 40

the men in the deathhouse made the old words new before they
died

If it had not been for these things, I might have lived out my

life talking at streetcormers to scorning men. I might have died un-
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Enown, unmarked, a failure. This is our career and our triumph. 45
Never in our full life can we hope to do such work for tolerance, for
justice, for man’s understanding of man as now we do by an accident.

now their work is over the immigrants haters of oppression lie
quiet in black suits in the little undertaking parlor in the North End
the city is quiet the men of the conquering nation are not to be seen 50
on the streets

they have won why are they scared to be seen on the streets?
on the streets you see only the downcast faces of the beaten the
streets belong to the beaten nation all the way to the cemetery where
the bodies of the immigrants are to be burned we line the curbs in 5
the drizzling rain we crowd the wet sidewalks elbow to elbow silent
pale looking with scared eyes at the coffins

we stand defeated America
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The Camera Eye (51)

at the head of the valley in the dark of the hills on the broken
floor of a lurchedover cabin a man halfsits halflies propped up by an
old woman two wrinkled girls that might be young chunks of coal
flare in the hearth flicker in his face white and sagging as dough
blacken the cavedin mouth the taut throat the belly swelled enormous
with the wound he got working on the minetipple

the barefoot girl brings him a tincup of water the woman wipes
sweat off his streaming face with a dirty denim sleeve  the firelight
flares in his eyes streﬁched big with fever in the women’s scared eyes
and in the blanched faces of the foreigners

without help in the valley hemmed by dark strikesilent hills the
man will die (my father died we know what it is like to see a man

die) the women will lay him out on the rickety cot the miners will

3]
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bury him

in the jail it’s light too hot the steamheat hisses we talk through 15
the greenpainted iron bars to a tall white mustachioed old man some
smiling miners in shirtsleeves a boy faces white from mining have
already the tallowy look of jailfaces

foreigners what can we say to the dead? foreigners what can
we say to the jailed? the representative of the political party talks 20
fast through the bars join up with us and no other union we’ll send
you tobacco candy solidarity our lawyers will write briefs speakers
will shout your names at meetings they’ll carry your names on card-
boards on picketlines the men in jail shrug their shoulders smile
thinly our eyes look in their eyes through the bars what can I say? 2

(in another continent I have seen the the faces looking out through
the barred basement windows behind the ragged sentry’s boots I have
seen before day the straggling footsore prisoners herded through the
streets limping between bayonets heard the volley

I have seen the dead lying out in those distant deeper valleys)

w

0

what can we say to the jailed?

in the law’s office we stand against the wall the law is a big man
with eyes angry in a big pumpkinface who stis and stares at us
meddling foreigners through the door the deputies crane with their
guns they stand guard at the mines they blockade the miners’ 35
soupkitchens they’ve cut off the road up the valley the hiredmen

with guns stand ready to shoot (they have made us foreigners in the
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land where we were born they are the conquering army that has
filtered into the country unnoticed they have taken the hilltops by
stealth they levy toll they stand at the minehead they stand at the 40
polls  they stand by when the bailiffs carry the furniture of the
family evicted from the city tenement out on the sidewalk they are
there when the bankers foreclose on a farm they are ambushed and
ready to shoot down the strikers marching behind the flag up the
switchback road to the mine those that the guns spare they jail) 45

the law stares across the desk out of angry eyes his face reddens
in splotches like a gobbler’s neck with the strut of the power of sub-
machineguns sawedoffshotguns teargas and vomitinggas the power
that can feed you or leave you to starve

sits easy at his desk his back is covered he feels strong behind 50
him he feels the prosecutingattorney the judge an owner himself the
political boss the minesuperintendent the board of directors the
president of the utility the manipulator of the holdingcompany

he lifts his hand towards the telephone

the deputies crowd in the door 55

we have only words against
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