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Between the twenty-ninth year of Kaiyuan [ JC and the first year of
Tianbao K5, there were important policy initiatives and divine messages, such
as the creation of Xuanyuan huangdi miao ZJCE 75 and Chongxuanxue 5%
%7, the establishment of Daoju %% and Xuanzong’s Y57 dream of Laozi &
When an imperial edict for the Gaodao /%38 examination for recluses was issued,
Li Bai Z5[1 came to the capital and became a Hanlin gongfeng i #kfik 78
Between the third and fourth year of Tianbao, the next Gaodao bushi IEEHZ<’H:
examination for recluses took place, in the midst of which Xuanzong received a
divine message in the form of a congratulatory voice in the sky. By this time, Li
Bai was no longer in the capital and was in the regions of Liang ¥ and Song ‘K.

Among the works which Li Bai is believed to have sent to examinees taking
these two exams are the following: concerning the former Gaodao examination,
there is the “Xiyue Yuntai ge song Danqiuzi” PHHZEZ %S ET to Yuan
Dangiu TTSE:' concerning the latter Gaodao bushi examination, there are “Song
Cai shanren” 7%%%11I A\ to Cai shanren %Z%[1I A\ before the examination and the
“Minggao ge song Cen zhengjun” M52 #2625 #H and “Cen zhengjun gui
Minggao shan” 3% & # # J& W5 22 (I to Cen zhengjun 24 # after the
examination. At the same time, there was also a work by Gao Shi /= for Cai
shanren.

How are Li Bai’s personal circumstances and that of his age reflected in his
works from the time he was in the capital and the time after he left the capital?

In this paper, I focus on his works after he left the capital, especially the



development of his songs of parting from the time he left the capital to those
composed during his trip to Liang, Song and eastern Lu H{%% as well as the
“Mengyou Tianmu yin liubie” %% % K 15 & 5l written when he left for
Jiangdong 715

First, concerning the poems that Li Bai and Gao Shi sent to Cai shanren at
Kaifeng Bi#]. In this poem, Li Bai, as can be expected from a person who has
taken the examination for recluses to enter government service, cautions Cai
shanren, who is about to take the examination, that it is no easy task to pluck a
jewel from under a dragon’s chin. In contrast, in his work, Gao Shi expresses his
envy the recipient’s path to success. Both works reflects the authors’
circumstances.

Next, concerning the poem to Cen zhengjun. The song #K4T is a pictorial
depiction of a preliminary trip headed to a site of reclusion. In contrast, the five
character poem describes the recipient’s profile and the spiritual state which he
has reached. Expression such as “delve into the foundation” and “contemplating
changes” can be cited as evidence that both of these examinations for government
service for recluses, are addressing those who have embodied the dao & in the
Laozi Daode jing ¥ EERE.

The “Mengyou Tianmu yin liubie” describes how Li Bai, after entering the
capital, settled his affairs and started out of a journey to Jiangnan YI.F§ that he
had yearned for. In the song, he describes his failed attempt to climb a mountain
in a dream in order to encounter immortals and receive a message from them.
The content of this song is almost like a negative picture of a report of a vision
of Xuanyuan huangdi % JCE T by Xiao Congyi #ifit—. It is possible to
understand this to mean that Li Bai awoke from the ideology of Xuanzong’s
court which valued communication with the gods. This work is the culmination
of the songs of parting that Li Bai attempted since his entry into the capital.

Li Bai’s songs of parting probably influenced the composition of songs by

Du Fu #:H, who was associated with Li Bai for a while around this time.



