
EDITORIAL

ORGANISATION OF THE EASTERN
BUDDHIST SOCIETY

<£ rpHE pen is mightier than the sword ” has a far deeper 
丄 significance than is usually understood by most people.

In truth, the progress of civilisation is to be guaged by what 
literature the world has produced, and not by how many wars 
and how bitterly they have been fought. The result of the 
erroneous conception of culture we have seen in the recent 
world-catatrosphe, the disastrous works of which are still in 
evidence everywhere. But at the same time we cannot deny 
the fact that a new dawn is beginning to clear up the 
darkened horizon. The time has come for those who believe 
in paace and enlightenment and universal brotherhood. This 
is especially true with us Buddhists whose history has never 
been tainted with a war of conquest. We must now boldly 
walk out in the new hght and endeavor to contribute what­
ever share we regard as our own to the general stock of 
civilisation.

Buddhism is a religion of psace and enlightenment, and 
especially the Mahayana school which has been cherished and 
developed by Far-Eastern people has so much light in it that it 
ought not to be kept under a bushel. We, the Mahayanists, 
want to make the whole world better acquainted with its 
teachings and see if there are not things in them which may 
beneficially be utilised for the amelioration of life. We have 
already sufiered too much from sordid industrialism and 
blatant miiwarism. Some of a higher idealism must be in­
fused into our lives.



EDITORIAL 81

Tlie Japanese Buddhists have hitherto been kept too 
ignorant of the original texts of their own religion, some of 
which are still extant. The Chinese translations of the 
Tripitaka have been the sole source of our knowledge of 
Buddhism, and these days even this source is growing more 
and more inaccessible to the general public, not to speak of 
the original texts themselves. It will be most opportune, 
therefore, to present them with a new vernacular version of 
the Sanskrit or Pali texts. Such an attempt will surely prove 
a spiritual impetus noh only to Eastern people but to the 
world at large when the translations appear also in some of 
the European languages.

Buddhism is not a faith of the past, while it is full of 
the ancient wisdom. It is alive with faith and. force, aud the 
highest ideal of the Eastern people must be sought in it. By 
the orgamsation of the present Society, we, therefore, hops 
that the beacon of Buddliism, especially of Mahayana, will 
be placed in a higher stand than before not only in the land 
of its birth but in the West where unfortunately it has so far 
not been presented in its perfect form.

For these reasons, we, the undersigned, have organised 
the Eastern Buddhist Society, the provisionary rules of which 
are affixed below.

Gessho Sasaki, Professor in Otani Buddhist 
University, Kyoto;

Shugaku Yamabe, Librarian in Otani Bud­
dhist University, Kyoto;

Chizen Akanuma, Professor in Obani Univer­
sity, Kyoto;

Beatrice Lane Suzuki, M. A. (Columbia 
University), Tokyo.

Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki, Professor in the 
Peers5 College, Tokyo.
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THE EASTERN BUDDHIST SOCIETY

Art. I. The name of the Society shall be The Eastern 
Buddhist Society.

Art. II. The objects of the Society shall be to study Bud­
dhism, to publish the results of such study, as well as to 
propagate the true spirit of Buddhism.

Art. III. The Society shall, in order to carry out its objects,, 
undertake the following works:
(1) Translation into Japanese of the original texts of 
Buddhism;
(2) Translation into European languages of the Buddliist 
texts now existing only in Eastern languages other than 
Sanskrit and Pali; publication of studies in the Bud­
dliist doctrines in Japanese or in any one of the Euro­
pean languages;
(3) Publication of a magazine in English aiming at the 
propagation of Buddhism and also giving information 
as regards the literary activities of Buddhist scholars in 
Japan.

Art. IV. The Society shall consist of (1)such members as 
are in full sympathy with the objects of the Society and 
(2) such as actively engage themselves in its work.

Members shall be elected by the Council, and every 
application for membership must be endorsed by two 
members of the Society.

Annual dues for members shall be ten yen.
Art. V・ All expenses needed for carrying out the objects of 

the Society shall be met by the members5 dues and by 
general voluntary contributions.

Art. VI. The office of the Society shall be in Kyoto.
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In conformity with one of the provisions made by the 
Eastern Buddhist Society, we have decided to publish the pre- 
•sant magazine. It is to appear bi-monthly, that is, six issues 
a year, containing about 384 pages in all. We should like 
to publish it more frequently, but all deponds on how the 
public will support it.

A few words may not be amiss to preface the publication 
of this sort of a magazine. In the first place, Buddhism, es­
pecially Mahayana, is very much misunderstood in the West. 
It is forgotten that Buddhism is a living force still actively 
at work in moulding the destiny of the East. It may be 
found clustered with many superstitions or antiquated beliefe, 
but this is also the case with other living religions. As long 
as everything living has its historical background, it is inevi­
table that it harbors something of anachronism in it. The 
thing however is to dig into the essence of the matter, and 
this is what is undertaken by the ptesent magazine. If our 
humble attempt succeeds even to a modest extent in dispelling 
some of the misunderstandings entertained by foreign critics 
concerning the true spirit of Mahayana Buddhism, we shall 
be content with the result.

One may say, East is East and West is West"; but 
when we know that this antithesis comes more or less from 
the difleren.ee for one's emotional reaction to environment, and 
further that this emotional reaction is largely modifiable 
through an intellectual sympathy and mutual understanding, 
we must not stop short at merely stating disagreements; but 
let us endeavor to clear up all the obstacles lying between 
the East and the West so that each may profit by the other, 
foi our views are generally the half-views of half-men. And 
there is no doubt that Buddhism forms one of the key-notes 
that have struck deep into the hearts of the Eastern peoples. 

difleren.ee
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Indeed, without some knowledge of Buddhism the East may 
remain forever an enigma to the West.

Aesthetically, the Japanese arts come from Buddliism, 
without wliich Kyoto and Nara, the two main birthplaces of 
the arts in Japan, would have long been robbed, of their 
a血actions. Even the minor arts such as tea-ceremony, flower- 
arrargement, landscape-gardening, and the composing of Hokku 
or Haiku, all of wliich are now closely interwoven with our 
daily hfe, would have suffered greatly if the influence of Bud­
dhism had been withdrawn from the culture of the Japanese 
people・ The art of fencing so vitally concerned with the 
making of the samurai in the olden days, strange to say, was 
also the outcome of the Buddhist doctrine of life and death.

Etliically, the teaching of mercy based on the idea of 
oneness of all things has deeply affected the Oriental outlook 
of life. The doctrine of karma and transmigration has also 
left its moral marks on the people. Even in these days of 
science and free research, we have Buddhist masses read over 
the dead, human and animal, that helped the specialists 10 
be enlightened on some obscure points in anatomy, bacteriology, 
medical chemisky, or what not.

Philosophically, as an Indian product, Buddhism is highly 
tinged with intellectualism. Before the introduction, of Western 
sciences, Buddhism has been the store-house of logic, metaphy­
sics, theology, psychology, and cosmology. One of the chief 
reasons why so readily the Japanese could assimilate the 
highest flights of Western intellect was no doubt due to the 
Buddhist training through which the Japanese have gone for 
many long centuries.

When these facts are considered, we realise how much 
Buddhism has done for the Japanese and for the East 
generally. The cherry-bloom season is now on and the whole 
city of Tokyo goes crazy over it. Those who only see the 
wild orgies under the snowing blossoms and think they under­
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stand the people, are quite mistaken. Let them wait rmt辻 
the twilight comes and let them 五step to the temple bell 
ringing softly through the white clouds of flowers,一what 
calmness it imparts to entire surroundings ! We forget the 
maddened crowds, and are carried away to a land of visions, 
when for the first time we understand the mysteriuus fascina­
tion of Buddhism. We intend to throw light on those 
mysteries if we can.

Lastly, Japan is a sealed country to the outside world 
as far as scholarly work on Buddhism is concerned. This is 
inevitable owing to the linguistic difficulties. Of course, Japa­
nese Buddhism has her own problems which are not neces­
sarily of interest to other peoples. But as one of the modern 
nations Japan cannot stand away from the rest of the world, 
not only pohtically and socially, but intellectua.lly and spiri­
tually. It will therefore be one of the functions of this journal 
to report scholarly activities in this country in connection with 
the study of Buddliism.

Hinayana Buddhism in Pah has found many able ex­
ponents, but the study of Buddliism in Sanskrit and especially 
in Tibetan and Chinese has not been so zealously pursued. 
Except by a handful of scholars, Buddhism known as Maha­
yana has not yet received scholarly labor. In fact, Buddliism 
preserved and expounded in the Chinese language is a veri­
table store-house where not only the lost Indian wisdom but 
the genius of the entire East lies buried and awaits a thorough 
excavation. Besides its being a hving faith, Mahayana Bud­
dhism, is, when it is historically considered, a great monument 
of the human soul. Its struggles, its yearnings, and its 
triumphant and joyful cries are all recorded in it. The Maha­
yana, therefore, is not the sole heritage of the East, and must 
be macle accessible to the West.




