Eastern Buddhist Voices

Listening to Shin Buddhism:
Starting Points of Modern Dialogue

Edited by Michael Pye

In the early twentieth century, The Eastern Buddhist journal
pioneered the presentation of Buddhism to the west and
encouraged the west’s engagement in interpretation. This
interactive process increased dramatically in the post-war
period, when dialogue between Buddhist and Christian
thought began to take off in earnest. These debates
attracted not only Zen voices but also thinkers from the
Shin Buddhist tradition. Listening to Shin Buddhism brings
together a range of classic writings from the 1950s to

the 1970s that have significantly influenced subsequent
Buddhist-Christian dialogue.
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Beyond Meditation: Expressions of
Japanese Shin Buddhist Spirituality

Edited by Michael Pye

“A very interesting, enlightening and challenging book. It is
accessible to the non-specialist, and deserves to be on the
bookshelves of all Shin Buddhists.”

Pure Land Notes

In the wide range of Buddhist meditation and spirituality a
very special place is held by the practice of calling on the
name of Amitabha, or Amida Buddha, using the nenbutsu.
This book draws on classic articles, first published in The
Eastern Buddhist, to introduce the major historic proponents
and masters of the nenbutsu. Further contributions, which
set the work of these masters into the wider context of
Buddhist tradition, are some of the earliest Buddhist voices
to emerge from modern Japan into global view. Yet the
presentations of writers such as Sasaki Gessho, Yamabe
Shugaku and Sugihira Shizutoshi have a freshness and an
immediacy that speaks to us today.
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