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KIYOZAWA Manshi “Address for the Opening of Shinshii University”

Today, as we hold the ceremony to commemorate the construction and
relocation of our Shinshti University, it is truly a great honor for us to be
able to have such a grand celebration here, thanks to the attendance of
many distinguished officials and guests.

This university is not established here, today, for the first time. Rather
the one that was originally in Kyoto was moved here. It is just that the
school buildings have been newly built. Its outline can be seen in “The
Guide to Shinsh@ University.” Generally speaking, our university differs
from other schools in that it is a religious school. More specifically, it is an
academy for the study of True Pure Land Buddhism (Jodo Shinshi), within
the Buddhist tradition. In other words, taking the fundamental teaching of
the Other Power of the Original Vow, which we serve and trust, as our basis,
we seek what is for us the matter of greatest importance: to establish one’s
own religious conviction and then relay that faith to others. That is, the
special character of our university is to cultivate individuals who will strive
to achieve the true spirit of “having faith oneself and teaching others to
have faith.” As such, our university is divided into a two-year preparatory
course and a three-year regular course. Initially, a total of five years of
training are required for graduation. Further, those individuals who deserve
additional education will be specially selected to advance to the research
course for three to five years to complete their training. Also, as for the
course work, we will teach doctrinal studies for our branch of Buddhism,
and also the doctrines of the various other Buddhist schools, along with
those essential, non-religious subjects that are directly related to the work
of our university. Although the present form is far from complete, I hope
that, with the blessings of the Buddha and the patriarchs, externally with
the assistance and support of various gentlemen both within and outside of
the sect, and internally with the combined efforts of the professors, staff and

students, we can realize the goals of our university.
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Introduction to KIYOZAWA Manshi’s
“Address for the Opening of Shinshii University”
TAMURA Akinori
Translated by Michael CONWAY

There are various viewpoints regarding how to understand the charac-
ter of KIYOZAWA Manshi 52 (1863-1903). As one can clearly grasp
from glancing at the contents of the latest The Collected Works of
KIYOZAWA Manshi (Iwanami Shoten), there are various aspects from
which one can see his achievements, as philosopher, man of religion and
reformer of Shinshti Otani-ha, among others. However, needless to say,
along with his activities in these many fields, one must not overlook his
work as an educator.

In 2001, Otani University celebrated the hundredth anniversary of its
founding, which is based upon the fact that ShinshG University, with
Kiyozawa as its first president, was opened in 1901. This history began
when, on October 13, 1901, Shinshti University held The Ceremony to
Commemorate the Opening of the University. However, as is stated in
Kiyozawa’s “Address for the Opening of Shinshti University,” the university
that was in Kyoto was moved to Tokyo. In this short piece, to assist in the
understanding of this address, I will explain in simple terms a few necessary
items, especially 1) the history of the university prior to the move to Tokyo,
2) the conditions on the day of the opening ceremony and 3) Kiyozawa'’s

hopes regarding the establishment of the university in Tokyo.

1) The History of Shinshii University prior to the Move to Tokyo

The history of Shinshii Universtiy begins in 1665, in the first part of the
Edo period, with the establishment of an academy (gakuryo %%%) for the
research and explication of the doctrinal studies of Shinshii Otani-ha within
the Shtisei Gardens in Kyoto. Then, when the academy was moved to the

corner of Takakura and Uodana Streets, it became The Takakura Acad-
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emy. In 1868, the Institute for the Protection of the Dharma (Gohojo #¥:45)
was formed. It was a place for the study of Western culture, particularly
Christianity. Although an institute for the study of Western culture this
early in Japan’s history may appear to be quite progressive, as its name
indicates, the primary purpose of the Institute of the Protection of the
Dharma was the protection of the traditional religious teachings of the sect
from the encroachment of Western ideas. In other words, the research on
Western culture at the institute was aimed at the creation of responses to
criticisms from the outside and at the justification of the religious organiza-
tion and doctrines. However, opposite to this original aim, the study of
subjects other than doctrinal studies became a catalyst, opening eyes to
things outside of the confines of the sectarian organization and creating new
conflicts in the realm of doctrinal studies. The composition of the opposi-
tion between those who were strongly attached to tradition and those who
moved towards innovation deeply affected the historical course of the move
of Shinshti University to Tokyo.

In 1873, the Takakura Academy and the Institution for the Protection
of the Dharma were renamed as the Kanrenjo Eiff#s. Here, “Sectarian
Studies,” for the study of True Pure Land Buddhism (Jodo Shinsh@) and
“Other Buddhist Studies,” for the study of the doctrines of Tendai, Kegon
and other Buddhist schools, were established. Sanskrit, history and geogra-
phy were also taught. The Kanrenjo was later renamed the Kanrenkyoko &
Bi%: and, in 1882, was again renamed as the Great Academy of Shinshii
(Shinshii Daigakuryo E5<k22%%). (Although this name contains the char-

)

acters that today mean “university,” at the time it meant a “great acad-
emy,” not what we consider today as a university.)

In 1896, the Ordinances of the Shinsh@ Takakura Academy and the
Ordinances of Shinshii University were enacted. Two new organizations
were created in which the first and second parts of the regular course
(doctrinal studies, other Buddhist studies, philosophy in foreign languages,

modern sciences, and other courses), and the research course (equivalent to
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the present day Master’s program, and consisting of graduates of the
regular course) of the Great Academy of Shinsh@ were combined to form
Shinshti University, while the Institute for the Singular Pursuit of the
Sectarian Studies (Shiijosenshiiin $FFEHERE), which was for the training of
future lecturers at the university, and was the equivalent for the present day
Doctoral program, along with the retreat program (ango 7)), were taken
as the Shinshti Takakura Academy. Here, for the first time in the history of
the Otani-ha, was born a facility for research and education that took the
name “university.” The statement, “this school ... was originally in Kyoto,”
in Kiyozawa’s address refers to this Shinshti University. In reality, Shinsht
University, prior to Kiyozawa, had a variety of contradictions within the
curriculum and problems among the professors. It was in a quite unsatisfac-
tory situation for the innovators of doctrinal studies, especially Kiyozawa,
himself.

The university was plagued with a variety of problems, but, as stated
before, it was moved to Tokyo in 1901. There were various incidents
leading up to this move, but I will omit these details for the sake of clarity.
However, I must emphasize that the completion of the move to Tokyo was
the realization of the hopes of Kiyozawa and his fellows, who were working
for the innovation of doctrinal studies, which was centered on their strict
criticism of the situation of Buddhism at the time, where both the ministry
and doctrinal studies were filled with corruption.

However, after just ten years in Tokyo, the university was returned to
Kyoto. Based upon the decision of Shinshii Otani-ha officials, Shinshi
University of Tokyo and the Takakura Academy of Kyoto were merged,

renamed as Shinsh@i Otani University and relocated in Kyoto.

2)  The Ceremony to Commemorate the Opening of Shinshii Universily
The ceremony for the opening of the school was held in 1901 in the
Sugamo district of Tokyo at the new campus. There are detailed accounts

of the situation at the ceremony in both the Tokyo Asahi Shinbun and the
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Muginto )T (Inexhaustible Lamp). The program for the ceremony was

as follows:

Opening of the Doors of the Buddhist Altar.

Simultaneously Stand and Bow.

Singing of the National Anthem.

Reading of the Imperial Rescript on Education (Dr. Nanjo).

Address on the Opening of Shinsht University (President Kiyozawa).

Statement by the New Abbot.

Commemorative Addresses by Special Guests: Minister of Education
Kikuchi (Secretary-General Okada, proxy), Duke Konoe, Governor Senke,
Inoue, President of Bunka University, Shimaji Mokurai, and Hase, Director
of Doctrinal Studies for Shinshti Otani-ha.

Expression of Gratitude by the President of the University.

Guests on the day of the ceremony included OTANI Koen k&G, the
abbot of Higashi Honganji, along with his wife, Shoko &, and prominent
dignitaries from the government, such as Duke KONOE Atsumaro JT#i &,
Duke KOGA Takemichi AFZE5H, Minister of Education KIKUCHI Dairoku
ZjHKEE, and Secretary-General OKADA Ryohei MRS Also in atten-
dance were the leading ministers of various Buddhist denominations and the
heads of several institutions of higher education, including, among others,
YAMAGAWA Kenjiro 1)1l f# % BS, President of the Imperial University,
INOUE Tetsujiro 3% ES, President of Bunka University, and SHIMAJI
Mokurai E#EREE. There were over three hundred carriages and rickshaw

assembled at the campus on the day of the ceremony.

3)  The Hopes regarding the Establishment of the University in Tokyo
Why did Kiyozawa want to move Shinsh@i University from Tokyo to
Kyoto? In order to answer this question, we must consider the sense of

crisis that Kiyozawa held at that time.
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Those who, along with Kiyozawa, sought the innovation of doctrinal
studies had argued in favor of the move to Tokyo for several years. In an
article entitled “Shinshii daigaku shinchiku no ichi ni tsuite” BE5EKEEFEE D
ALE 2>\ T (Regarding the Place of the Reconstruction of Shinsh@i Univer-
sity), which appeared in Volume Nine of Kyokai jigen #5555 (Timely
Words for the Religious World), giving reasons such as the insufficiency of
space in classrooms at the university and the fact that the university was
crowed in the middle of the busy city streets of Kyoto, both of which were
an obstruction to classes, Kiyozawa states that the fact that a proposal for
reconstruction was going to be considered in the congress of the denomina-
tion is to be applauded. Further, regarding the place of reconstruction, he
argues that “as an ultimate goal, both Kyoto and Tokyo should be decided
upon [as the two locations of Shinshii University], but reconstruction
should first take place in Tokyo.” In other words, he was in favor of a plan
to establish the university in both Kyoto and Tokyo.

However, needless to say, the small size of the classrooms and other
problems with the facilities in Kyoto was not the reason for moving to
Tokyo. The majority of the article, Shinshii daigaku shinchiku no ichi
nitsuite, is focused on the denigration of the Buddhist world, especially the
conditions in the Otani-ha and the progressive nature of Tokyo.

In that article, Kiyozawa called for the reformation of the Otani-ha, but
the “point of the reform” was “spiritual reform,” the revitélization of the
“religious spirit.” However, in spite of this aspiration, the reality of the
times was a state of extreme “putrefaction of the ministry.” The cause of
this situation lay in the “dereliction in the education of ministers.” There-
fore, what was most necessary was “spiritual education.”

Why Tokyo? Kiyozawa argues that Tokyo is “the center of our culture
and the place where the great majority of social changes first appear.”
However, the situation of the Buddhist world was the exact opposite. As
society was changing and advancing, the Christian community placed

Tokyo at the center of its activities and was gaining strength. On the other
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hand, Buddhism was not changing at all. Kiyozawa held that the fact that
the Buddhist world remained locked up in the “provincial society of Kyoto”
was one reason for its diminishing influence. Therefore, for the establish-
ment of Shinsh@ University, Tokyo was “the most appropriate place to
cultivate capable and vivacious men of religion who are brimming with
religious spirit, and full of thriving, progressive thought.” Here, we can
plainly see Kiyozawa’s expectations regarding the establishment of Shinshi

University in Tokyo.



